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“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober,
set your hope on the grace to be brought to you
when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.”
- 1 Peter 1:13

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
A lot has happened in the short period of time in 2022. We have been witnessing numerous changes
in the world, people are desperate for peace, hope, and love. As we witness numerous events and
wars unravel before our eyes, we realize how broken our world is without the Savior. A few months
ago, what might have seemed like a normal life now turned into a battered battleﬁeld for the people
of Ukraine. Nations rush to impose sanctions and support people in distress, but all these actions
seem to hit a deaf tone to those in pain.
Now we are seeing a rise in the number of people infected with the monkeypox and analysts predict a
rough summer in some areas for cases of the coronavirus. To nations that are just reeling back from
the ﬁasco of lockdowns and restrictions of the past two years, this news couldn't be more
unwelcoming. As the empty faces look toward powerless governments for support and answers for
the future, there is no better hope than the love of Christ that seems to be the only answer to a dying
and wounded world. In the face of unprecedented circumstances, the Cornerstone calls on the weak
to set their foundation on Him. For on Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.
Man's actions oftentimes lead to damage and catastrophe that lead to not only physical damage but
more importantly to harden hearts against God and man. Many times we praise God in the seasons
of blessing and prosperity, but how will we react in times of adversity and distress? Will we still say
God is good all the time? Will the testing of our faith, whatever the struggle, produce the shimmer of
gold or the paleness of ash? It is during these catastrophic times that our hope must remain
unwavering and ﬁxated on the ﬁrm foundation that is Jesus Christ.
As times draw near and days get darker, the hope of our Savior's coming keeps us moving forward.
As it is written in Matthew 24: 6-7 “6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places.” And as we go through these trying times, let Apostle Peter's words encourage us.
“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the ﬁery trial which is to try you and, as though some
strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's suﬀerings, that
when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.” 1 Peter 12-13.
We are praying for you and your families and may God strengthen you and keep you safe.
Yours in Christ,
Dr. C.V. Vadavana
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Are you sitting at the kids' table?
Bob Shank
Talk about going against the grain…
For the last year-plus, the world has been obsessed with death. Last week, I told you that we're
going to take a deliberate break from the headlines and talk on Mondays, instead, about Life!
You may have felt last week's edition to be overly elementary, but – as I explained then, with
Nicodemus – even highly religious people can miss the point about what it takes to get started with
God. Born dead, spiritually, the ﬁrst step into Life, everlasting, is to verbalize and internalize the
essential minimums: “If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).
Okay, great; people come to faith and receive the Gift of Life, through no worthiness or eﬀort
required. Now what? What's the Macro Track for long-term life in relationship to Jesus Christ?
Today, we're making the crucial observation: as with human life, infants are full of life and
potential, but their progress into maturity will be a process that holds both promise and pitfalls.
In human development, proper care ensures that a person will progress toward their expected
future. In spiritual development, the path to maturity requires external support and internal assent.
When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he had to call them out for their stunted growth: “Brothers
and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still
worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.
Indeed, you are still not ready” (1 Corinthians 3:1-2). That had to be a hard letter to write, and even
harder to receive.
This isn't just a verse or two out of context. Listen-in to the writer of Hebrews: how much are
Christians ready to hear and follow regarding their Life, at the Macro Level? “We have much to say
about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. In fact,
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of
God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.” (Hebrews 5:11-13).
In the evangelical world, the metric that commands the most attention is the spiritual birth rate. The
street cred for ministries and ministers is often found in “how many people accepted Jesus?” When
there's an “invitation,” the response stimulates celebration – and, rightly so – but, what's next?
The passing of time doesn't guarantee growth in your faith! Without growth, you can actually
require a refresher!
Here's a “tell” for a believer who has hit a blockage: “… no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ” (Ephe. 4:14-15).
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Here's a “test” that is seldom applied: do you know enough to keep from being blown oﬀ course by
deliberate or ignorant false teaching based on discerning merit and based on the solid message of
Scripture?
We're going somewhere with this series of Monday disruptions. We started with Life, last week;
we'll make no assumptions about that life-or-death matter. Today, the risk of oﬀense continues: how
far have you come in your spiritual development? Is your inner man an inner child, still dependent
on milk? Or, are you further along… and regularly dining on meat? Do you know the diﬀerence?
The Gift of Life is great; but, what's next?
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WORLD NEWS
Youth pastor killed by Muslim extremists who set church on re in Uganda
A 32-year-old youth pastor in Uganda has reportedly died due to injuries he sustained during
an attack on his church by alleged Muslim extremists carrying swords, axes and sticks, according to a
nonproﬁt persecution monitoring organization. Sources told Morning Star News that Emmanuel
Mugabi from the Bukomero area in Kiboga district near the national capital city of Kampala was
beaten during a May 20 attack and succumbed to a blood clot about a week later. Bishop Sserugga
John Assaph of Bukomero Miracle Center Church said Mugabi lost consciousness during the attack,
which occurred around 5 p.m. Assaph claimed that the attack occurred after the church had
distributed Bibles and organized an evangelistic outreach. While most people in Uganda are
Christian, some regions in the country have higher concentrations of Muslims. Armed attacks and
murders of converts are not uncommon in those regions. The Pew-Templeton Global Religious
Futures Project estimates that about 11.5% of Uganda's population is Muslim, mostly Sunni, while
86.7% is Christian.
How the digital revolution is disrupting the Church and forcing it out of
buildings
About a year ago, Andre Anderson started a group on Facebook called Barbecue Assembly of
God to build “a church of people who love Barbecue and want to move forward in their faith
journey.” The group has since swelled to more than 500 members, and two Sundays ago, Barbecue
Church held its “ﬁrst oﬃcial service” online. “You know, our thing is [we] want to help feed people
biblically, spiritually and literally,” said Anderson, who announced himself as the lead pastor of
Barbecue Church at the start of the service. “We're going to do that in a bunch of diﬀerent ways.”
Anderson went on to describe how diﬀerent his church would be. Along with barbecue, the church
would serve up sermons that are “quick, easy, [and] straight to the point.” “We'll put up cooking
videos, training videos on how to cook diﬀerent things. We're just going to have a good time. It's
going to be diﬀerent. It's going to be fun. It's going to be wild,” he said. The sermon ended
approximately 10 minutes after it started. While he plans to embrace everyone who comes to check
out Barbecue Church, Anderson expressed little concern over those who might not like his brand of
fellowship. “If you like it, cool. If you don't, scroll on,” he said. “We just want the best for you and
want you to ﬁnd your spot. So no matter where you're at in your faith journey, you can eat with us.
We're here.” Like Anderson, millions of people have been unapologetically ﬁnding their spot by
exploring diﬀerent ways to express their faith through digital platforms like social media and virtual
reality. On TikTok alone, Christian-related video content has amassed more than 31 billion views and
made stars out of young inﬂuencers like 23-year-old Maurice Dowell of Lawton, Oklahoma. His
inspiring videos have been liked nearly 76 million times. As online Christian engagement continues
to expand rapidly through the use of digital technologies, it has coincided with a staggering
disruption in physical church membership, which some technology experts say will continue to
displace physical churches that refuse to adapt to the digital revolution. And the ongoing
displacement is becoming more apparent in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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“Lion of Judah” statue celebrating Jewish-Christian ties dedicated in
Jerusalem
The “Lion of Judah” bronze statue, which celebrates Israel and the country's friendship with
American Christians, was dedicated at a ceremony in Jerusalem with prominent Christian and
Jewish guests in attendance. The dedication was held in partnership with the Center for JewishChristian Understanding and Cooperation (CJCUC) and the Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast. The former is an
educational institution that teaches Christians about the Hebraic roots of their faith, and the latter is a
prayer movement that gathers government and Christian leaders to pray for Jerusalem. The 1,134pound, 11-foot-long statue was designed by American artist and National Religious Broadcasters
member Max Greiner Jr. and is worth more than $100,000. According to The Jerusalem Post, the
statue was installed in the Bloomﬁeld Garden, one of the largest parks in Jerusalem, in May 2020.
The dedication ceremony for the statue took place on June 1.
Man who memorized 20 books of the Bible to teach skill at Creation Museum
A man known for having memorized 20 books of the Bible has started volunteering at the
Creation Museum to teach visitors his methods of Scripture memorization. Tom Meyer, a professor
at Shasta Bible College of Redding, California, began volunteering at the Petersburg, Kentucky-based
museum at the beginning of June, overseeing classes and workshops. In an interview with The
Christian Post, Meyer said he's conducting “workshops to teach saints from all over the country how
to memorize Scripture and the beneﬁts that come from this ancient discipline.” Meyer, who has
volunteered at the museum in the past, said he and his family moved to Kentucky for the position,
and he will continue to teach at Shasta via online classes.
“Shocking” survey nds only half of Evangelical pastors hold biblical worldview
This study, released, builds on an earlier report from CRC's “American Worldview Inventory
2022,” which showed that just 37% of Christian pastors bring a biblical worldview with them to their
pulpits. Launched as an annual tracking study in 2020, the American Worldview Inventory is a
survey that evaluates the worldview of American adults. It is based on 54 worldview-related
questions that measure both beliefs and behavior within eight categories of worldview application:
purpose and calling; family and value of life; God, creation and history; faith practices; sin, salvation
and relationship with God; human character and nature; lifestyle, behavior and relationships; and
Bible, truth and morals. The nationwide study of about 1,000 Christian pastors conducted between
February and March found that 57% of pastors leading nondenominational and independent
churches held a biblical worldview, which researchers called “Biblical Theism.”
Nondenominational and independent churches were even more likely to subscribe to a biblical
worldview than leaders of Evangelical churches, 51% of whom abide by biblical theism in their
daily lives.“With barely half of Evangelical pastors possessing a biblical worldview - and that
number continuing to decline - attending what may be considered an 'Evangelical' church no longer
ensures a pastoral staﬀ that has a high view of the scriptures.” Another study released last month
showed that more pastors now say they considered quitting their jobs compared to a year ago, citing
stress, loneliness, political divisions and other concerns like their church being in decline as reasons
why they want to take a diﬀerent path. The share of pastors who have seriously considered quitting
being in full-time ministry within the last year increased from 29% in 2021 to 42% in March of this
year.
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Prayer - The Right Priority
John Kurian

P

eople are always busy, especially in the western world. No time for anything - busy, busy,
busy all the time! In the midst of a very busy lifestyle in the States, very few realize that
some of the most important things in life are being missed out. In the pursuit of money
and material things and the comforts of life, life itself gets lost! Less important things take more of
our time and attention and the things that really matter are pushed behind or ignored. Nothing
worthwhile is being achieved and at the end of the day it is only the heartaches and regrets. Wrong
priorities mar the beauty and the meaning of this one life God has given us to live. When the Lord
Jesus came as a perfect man, He showed us the type of life that God intended every man to live. He
became our model in everything. Let us look at the priorities of the life of Jesus as He lived in this
word and fulﬁlled God's plan for His life.
Luke's gospel presents Jesus as a perfect man and shows us the values and priorities that Jesus
maintained. e very ﬁrst recorded utterance of our Lord sheds light on His main concern in life
“the father's business (Luke 2:49). He spoke these words as He was found in the temple the Father's
house, which is actually the House of prayer (Mark 11:17). roughout His early life He was
always concerned about communing with the Father. At the opening of His public ministry, as He
was being baptized, He was seen praying (3:21). He comes to the public scene praying.
In Luke 5:15, we see a great multitude coming to hear Jesus and be healed by Him. And He
withdrew Himself to the wilderness and prayed (v16). e crowds were not His priority, neither
the healing ministry. Talking to His father was His priority. Luke 6:12 tells us that Jesus continued
all night in prayer to God. He went out or withdrew and that was a deliberate planned act. He chose
the presence of God rather than the presence of man. And in the morning, rising up a great while
before the day, He went out and departed into a solitary place and there prayed (Mark 1:35). He
would not see the face of man before He sees the face of His father. ough a busy day with so many
programmes lay before Him, He desired to set some time apart before entering it. He wanted to
talk to God about men before talking to men about God; He spent the whole night in prayer before
choosing the disciples, making one of the most important decisions in the ministry of the Lord. In
Luke Ch. 9:18, we see the Lord praying alone. In the same chapter on the mount of transﬁguration
His countenance altered as he prayed. e gospel bears clear testimony to the fact that the priority
of the life Jesus was the communion with the Father and this was not an occasional act but was
done o en.
If communion with God was so important to the Son of God while He was on this earth, how much
more it has to be so for us too. e ease loving, comfort-loving Christendom today sees prayer as a
ritual. Prayer is o ered for namesake or for getting things done as a part of our routine. In the lives
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of most believers today there is no meaningful, deep level communion with the father. As a result
of this, life is boring, miserable and monotonous. ere is no rejoicing in the Lord always or
experiencing the abundant life the Lord Jesus promised to give.
Prayer is declaring our total dependence on the Lord and our allegiance to Him. In prayer we are
acknowledging our own inability and weakness; we seek God's strength and wisdom as we seek
the face of God. Prayerlessness is a sign of our carnal pride and it boasts that things can be done in
our own power without God. No wonder families are breaking up, quarrels and divisions among
God's people are increasing, and believers are becoming more and more worldly in their outlook.
Lack of heavenly wisdom renders us unwise to handle the complicated problems of life we are
called up on to handle everyday.
People say they are busy. If someone is too busy that he cannot ﬁnd time to pray, it means that he is
involved in something that God has not intended for his life; he is busier than what God has
planned for him. We need to learn to be satisﬁed with the lesser material things in order that we
may ﬁnd time to commune with God. e more material things one has, the less time he will have
for God. A deliberate, disciplined e ort is needed in order to manage our time and prioritize
things in life.
Prayer is not merely an activity. It is a life lived, a lifestyle followed. You cannot live carnal lives
and pray spiritual prayers. In your prayer life the whole life is involved. Prayer is the whole
person. It is not just the word uttered. God looks at the heart as we pray and decides what answer
to give. We need to have a heart condition that will prompt more than what you pray. Your life
a ects your prayer seriously. Our life has to be clean and holy before we can o er prayers that are
acceptable to God. Today many live with secret sin and disobedience to God's Word and at the
same time pray for conversion of sinners and a change in the society. God wants to change the life
of the one who prays before changing the society. A life lived in sin and disobedience to God's
Word cannot evoke any response from God. Unjudged sins, even in the thought life are an
abomination to God. An unforgiving spirit, love for the world, bitterness and jealousy,
backbiting, lustful looks are all equally detested by God. Prayers from an unholy heart are unholy
prayers and they cannot enter into the presence of a Holy God. Only the man who constantly
puriﬁes himself (judging the sins in his own personal life) and maintains a clean heart can have
meaningful interaction and communion with God.
At the root of prayerlessness is the lack of a true knowledge of God. You cannot talk to a God
whom you hardly know. No one can keep talking for hours to a stranger; but to a friend, any
number of hours would not su ce. Only one who knows God intimately can spend time with
Him and intimacy grows as more time is spent with him. We need to pray earnestly that God
might create in us a deep hunger to know Him. As we spend time with God, our intimacy with
Him grows. Secrets are shared at the prayer closet (Ps. 25:14), impressions of what burdens the
heart of God are made on our heart, God's will is revealed (Ps. 25: 12), our strength is renewed
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(Isa. 40:31) and His glory is radiated through our lives (Ex. 34:30). We will come to know God
and His plan for our life and ministry. How can we fulﬁll His will for life unless we know it? ere
is no substitute for spending time with God. A praying man will accomplish more than a busy
man. One of the greatest embarrassments many are going to face at the judgment seat of Christ
will be the smallness of our praying.
So let us discipline ourselves to spend more time with God. Let us plan this time for God more
precisely than we plan other things in life. May we â€˜withdraw o en to commune with our
Heavenly Father. Shall we set a bulk of our time apart to talk to Him and sort out everything in
our life according to His plan? en we shall ﬁnd real meaning in life and experience fullness of
joy. Above all, God's heart will be pleased as He ﬁnds pleasure in the company of those of us who
wait upon Him day and night.
(Courtesy of: https://www.alexkurian.org/)
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GOD OUR COMFORTER
Billy Graham
I, even I, am He that comforteth you . . .
—Isaiah 51:12
There is also comfort in mourning, because in the midst of mourning God gives a song. His presence
in our lives changes our mourning into song, and that song is a song of comfort. This kind of comfort
is the kind which enabled a devout Englishman to look at a deep dark hole in the ground where his
home stood before the bombing and say, “I always did want a basement. Now I can jolly well build
another house, like I always wanted.” This kind of comfort is the kind which enabled a young
minister's wife in a church near us to teach her Sunday school class of girls on the very day of her
husband's funeral. Her mourning was not the kind which had no hope—it was a mourning of faith in
the goodness and wisdom of God; it believed that our heavenly Father makes no mistakes.
Prayer
Oh heavenly Father, who knows what agony and grief are because of the sacriﬁce of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ-I thank You for the comfort which embraces all those who love You.
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DEVELOPING POSITIVE ATTITUDES
Thomas Kulanjiyil, PhD
An attitude is a manner of thinking, feeling, or behaving that reﬂects a state of mind or disposition of
a person, and it is the powerful motivator for all human behaviors. An attitude can be positive or
negative, optimistic, or pessimistic, healthy, or unhealthy, and it is always directed to someone or to
some object. Some attitudes are ﬂeeting and circumstantial, but some are stable and representative of
a person’s character traits.
The famous German philosopher, Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer, once said, “The essence of optimism is that it
takes no account of the present, but it is a source of inspiration, of vitality and hope where others have
resigned; it enables a man to hold his head high, to claim the future for himself and not to abandon it
to his enemy.” Studies reveal that people that are optimistic tend to adapt better to their environment,
respond well to psychological stressors, and recuperate faster and better after an illness or surgical
procedure. They have the advantage of optimal immune response to treatments such as cancer.
Optimistic persons are seldom quitters, and that boosts their coping mechanism and survival ability.
A positive attitude in life is linked to improved quality of life, enhanced work performance, and a
greater sense of life satisfaction.
Negative attitude, on the other hand, is characterized by a general pessimistic orientation to life, selfdefeating thought patterns, and lack of self-conﬁdence. People with negative attitude tend to worry
about their circumstances and blame others for their problems, and their negativism becomes an
obstacle to living life fully and well. They inadequately handle life stressors and have limited
adaptive skills. Pessimism breeds cynicism and despair.
Determination and courage of the optimistic persons tend to draw people to themselves, and they
appear to have stronger and stable support system, in comparison to those that are pessimistic. The
negativity of the pessimistic persons repels people from them.
Our attitudes, to a large extent, are shaped by our experiences. Our cognitive, emotional, social and
personality developments are impacted by the kind of nurture and experiences we receive early in
life, and then after, the kind of people that inﬂuence us. This is an important lesson for parenting.
Children develop positive attitudes if parents demonstrate that for them, but they would take on
negative attitudes if raised in an environment of negativity and critical spirit. There is much truth in
the proverbial saying, “Sow a thought and you reap an action; sow an act and you reap a habit; sow a
habit and you reap a character; sow a character and you reap a destiny.”
The kind of attitude we foster in ourselves and in others makes a huge diﬀerence for our lives, and for
the lives of others. By developing a positive outlook in life, we can transform our way of thinking,
feeling, and acting. It is this kind of a life attitude that Paul exhorts us to have when he writes,
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about
such things” (Ephesians 4:8)

sss

June 2022 16

Book Review
One Heartbeat Away: Your Journey Into Eternity
Life is a continuous cycle of events. From the moment of our birth till our last breath, life is a
journey.
Questions such as:
How
weifknow
if our
been suessful?
·How· can
wecan
know
our time
on time
earthon
hasearth
beenhas
successful?
What happens
the last breath?
·What· happens
after weafter
take we
thetake
last breath?
· Is something
there something
there
·Is there
out thereout
after
we after
die? we die?
· Where
we goweafter
·Where
will wewill
go after
die?we die?
Can
you there
proveisthere
is a God?
·Can ·you
prove
a God?
·Doesn't
evolution
disprove
the existence
of God? of God?
Doesn't
evolution
disprove
the existence
·Can ·you
prove
Bible
Can
you the
prove
thetrue?
Bible true?
Your life is a journey that will end - sometime and somewhere.
· Is that all there is?
· This life and nothing more?
What are we even here for?
In this book, Mark Cahill answers all of these questions logically, interestingly, and
straightforwardly. Go on a journey to research the depths of the mystery of eternal truth and see
what we ﬁnd. Even though this book is written to address issues of sharing with the nonbeliever, it
will also be good for those of you who want to be armed with answers to the questions that you know
you're going to get when you are out there sharing and witnessing. You can now have the
ammunition to answer their questions, with strong evidence.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Mark Cahill is the author of One Thing You Can't Do In Heaven, The Watchmen, and Ten
Questions from the King- and three realistic novels: Paradise, Reunion, and The Last Ride. His
books have more than 1.8 million copies in print and have been translated into more than ﬁfteen
languages, including Russian, Chinese, French, and Spanish.

To order your copy
Book: One Heartbeat Away: Your Journey Into Eternity
Author: Mark Cahill
Price: Rs. 250/ISBN: 978-0-9643665-7-2
HOW TO ORDER
Call/WhatsApp- +91 9447126182
Email- oﬃce@sathyam.org
Address: Sathyam Ministries Intl.
Thottabhagom P.O, Thiruvalla - 689 541, Kerala, India.
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Two Mountains
Joni Eareckson Tada

“You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with ﬁre; to
darkness, gloom and storm. But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem,
the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful
assembly, to the church of the ﬁrstborn, whose names are written in heaven.”
Hebrews 12:18, 22-23
My spirit soars when I sit at the base of the snow-capped Sierras. Even though they're grand and
glacier-scarred, their beauty makes them approachable. I don't feel that way about Mount St.
Helens, the volcano at the northern edge of the same range. That mountain blew its top years ago,
and an eerie plume of smoke still rises from the crater. There's nothing approachable about Mount
St. Helens.
The twelfth chapter of Hebrews reads like a topography of mountains. Mount Sinai burns with ﬁre
and is surrounded in darkness and lightning. Even Moses was afraid of it. But then there's Mount
Zion, a place of angelic joy and happy assembly. This mountain is one glorious destination.
Two mountains. Two views of life. One depicts a God of gloom and doom. The other represents a
God of joy and forgiveness. How often we ﬁnd ourselves living in the frightening shadows of
Mount Sinai, confronted by our inability to live up to the demands of a Holy God, consumed by
guilt, and backsliding in despair. That kind of lifestyle paralyzes you with failure after failure.
Don't pitch your tent at the foot of that fearful mountain. Brush up on your topography and walk in
the direction of Zion today.
“May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life” (Psalm 128:5).
Lord of Mount Zion, I give You my striving and straining. I give You my defeat and despair. May I
place my trust in You and discover along the way that Your dwelling place, Zion, is where I long to
be.
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How to Discern Which Way to Go
Melanie Gomez
“I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.”
— John 17:15 -16
It seems easier than ever to ﬁnd resources for families aﬀected by disability or special needs. While
there may not be a family in my own neighborhood with a child like mine, I can deﬁnitely do a quick
social media search to ﬁnd them all over the world and follow all that they do and say.
At times, however, we believers need a reminder of the caution Jesus gave us to beware that we are in
the world but not of it. It is so easy to formulate my parenting style, my kids' activities, the next steps
we should take, or the expectations we set based on what the world recommends. Checking in
prayerfully on what God would have me to do seems unnecessary if the world has already made its
recommendation.
I ﬁnd that I'm more likely to apply the Bible in areas where it makes sense to me. Certain sinful or
worldly mindsets and attitudes are easy to identify as problems. But there are other areas I found that
I don't even take a pause to wonder, “Is this the right way, or simply the world's way?” After doing
this for a couple of decades, I can conﬁrm that even in areas like parenting typical siblings, or
pursuing therapies and programs, Jesus' counsel is vital.
Adjusting attitudes to line up with the mind of Christ can be a complete paradigm shift for the special
needs family. Knowing that our child is fearfully and wonderfully made and that he was knit together
in my womb for a special purpose and destiny is a stark contrast to the world's view. If I instruct my
typical child that his disabled brother is a gift given strategically by God, then my parenting of both of
them will be very diﬀerent than the examples I might see in the world.
My favorite scripture on this topic is found in Romans 12:2. Here is the advice we are given by Paul:
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
— Romans 12:2
The more I follow Paul's daily prescription, the more I can see what the right answer for my family is.
The more I test and discern the unique path for my kids, the more the world will see a diﬀerence in us
and we will be the salt and light we are called to be - disabilities and all!
Here are some more verses to study on the topic of being in the world, but not of the world:
John 15:18-19, John 17:15-16, 1 John 2:17, 1 Corinthians 2:16, Romans 12:2.

sss

June 2022 21

22 June 2022

June 2022 23

OBTAINING THE FAVOR OF
THE LORD
Jess Ronne

FAVOR
How do we obtain the Lord's favor? Or earn our stamp of approval from the Almighty? We want it,
right? Our gold star? ose blessings bestowed like health and wealth and having children who
never argue? Oh, and a spouse who adores us 24/7? Wouldn't that be nice.
I recently attended a church service and heard a sermon about obedience. e pastor referenced
Exodus 33:17, “And the Lord said to Moses, ' is very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.”
And I smirked. Moses had favor? As an outsider looking in, it seemed like most of his life he
exempliﬁed reluctant obedience. From the day he was born, he had it rough. Pharaoh tried to kill
him, but his sister set him adri in a basket and saved his life. Later on, God had to literally spell it
out for him in a burning bush, and Moses hemmed and hawed about how someone else would be a
better candidate to save the Israelites from their bondage, but the Lord wasn't interested in his
excuses. Moses ﬁnally negotiated terms he was comfortable with and said he'd do what the Lord
requested. He reluctantly agreed to obey which apparently, led to favor.
I thought of other courageous men and women of the Bible who possessed the favor of the Lord. I
thought about their personal lives of pain, hardship and calls to obey di cult circumstances, and
it was through radical obedience to these requests, that they were granted favor.
OBEDIENCE LEADS TO FAVOR
Like Noah who entered a smelly ark AND THEN…
witnessed a colorful promise from the Lord.
Like Abraham who was called to sacriﬁce his son AND THEN…
became the father of many nations.
Like Moses who endured plagues and ridicule from the pharaoh AND THEN…
his people were set free.
Like Esther who pleaded for the lives of the Jews AND THEN…
she became queen.
Like Ruth who followed her mother-in-law to a new land AND THEN….
her life was redeemed through marriage and children.
Like Job who watched the destruction of his entire life AND THEN…
found redemption when his life was restored even more abundantly.
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Like Daniel who was thrown into a den of lions AND THEN…
the Lord miraculously shut their mouths and promoted him to a position of authority.
Like Samson who became a slave and had his eyes gouged out AND THEN…
was endowed with the power of the Lord to destroy evil.
Like Hosea who married a prostitute and remained faithful AND THEN…
his story became a beautiful metaphor of God's love for his people.
Like David who committed adultery with a married woman AND THEN…
became a part of the lineage of Christ.
Like Mary who was impregnated as a virgin AND THEN…
became the mother of the Savior of the world.
Like me who chose life for my unborn child when every expert suggested termination AND
THEN…
God used my miracle boy to do mighty things for the kingdom including a non proﬁt, a
podcast, 3 books, and a documentary.
Or being asked to marry a man and adopt his three young children less than a year a er burying
my husband AND THEN…
God graciously knit our families together and created beauty from ashes.
MODERN DAY OBEDIENCE MAY LOOK LIKE
Yes Lord, I'll foster that child.
Yes Lord, we'll adopt.
Yes Lord, I'll home school.
Yes Lord, we'll move to the mission ﬁeld.
Yes Lord, I'll give my marriage another shot.
Yes Lord, I'll joyfully raise my disabled son for the rest of his life.
TAKEAWAYS
Obtaining favor is not necessarily easy.
Favor requires courageous obedience.
Favor may involve stepping out of our comfort zone.
Favor is a road o en paved with pain and tragedy as we humbly obey what has been asked of us for
the Kingdom of God.
APPLICATION
What area of life are you struggling to obediently surrender? It's hard, isn't it? Next time you ﬁnd
yourself giving the Lord a litany of excuses for why you can or cannot surrender this issue,
remember that favor is obtained through obedience, even reluctant obedience, like our good
friend Moses! Surrender, obey, and then walk conﬁdently into the favor of the Lord.

sss

25 June 2022

Sathyam Ministries 34 Years Anniversary Celebration, which was
th
held on 5 May 2022 at Sathyakoodaram, Thiruvalla

June 2022 26

27 June 2022

PUBLISHED ON JUNE 2022
REG. NO.KERENG/2009/30950

