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Yours in Christ,
Dr. C.V. Vadavana

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

As August marks the Independence of India, the nation is elated and filled with jubilance and pride. 

From its inception as modern-day India almost 75 years ago, the republic had unprecedented 

development and advancement in societal, technological, and diplomatic frontiers. The unity that 

stemmed from the birth of the republic has pushed its citizens to heights that many still strive to 

achieve. However, with all the physical rewards the country has reaped with its relentless pursuit of 

development and place in the international theater, its people are yet to be liberated from the chains 

of the kingdom of darkness. As the country has seeped into paganism and demonic activity for 

centuries, the 1.5-plus billion population is still yet to accept the call of Christ on their life. As 

spiritual forces have claimed dominion over the people of India for a very long time that even dates 

back to Biblical times, the country is yet to experience its true independence, its spiritual one. 

As members of the body of Christ, let us unite and stand in the gap for our nation's dying souls. In a 

time like never before, now is the time to wage spiritual warfare and claim the ground over which the 

devil has had illegal claims. As we commit our national, state, and local government bodies, let us 

pray for wisdom and righteousness to move our nation to the light of Heaven. We ought to lift and 

support the families and ministers who have sacrificed the comforts of their homes and families to 

move to a separate state to spread the Gospel to the unreached parts of our nation. As Jesus reached 

out to the people in need of a Savior and became the ultimate sacrifice by learning obedience through 

suffering, let us reach out to our Indian brothers and sisters. Let the Great Commission ring in our 

hearts as we look forward to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 

Edit
ori

al 
"And you shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free." - John 8:32
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Are you too distracted to be distinctive?

If you're reading this five-minute, beginning-of-the-week memo, you're probably not one of the 

self-focused entitled crowd who are watching the Breaking News for the next announcement of 

debt forgiveness and extended unemployment benefits. That growing segment of the population 

may never grow up; what's the point?

In your journey of personal faith, the free stuff is just the starting point. Life replaced death; 

forgiveness redacted your guilt in the courtroom of Heaven; those gifts were free to you, but cost 

the Giver His life to make possible. Entitled? No way. Chosen? No question. What now?

God paints the picture of your new spiritual life in human terms. The convert – whether 5 or 55 

at the time of their redemption – is now “born-again,” and your spiritual progression will mirror 

that of a newborn child. What does God want – and, expect – of the adopted members of His family?

Early on, He patiently waits for us to move through the infant and toddler stages. Diapers and 

pacifiers – playpens and strained peas – are all part of the earliest days of life; it's just part of the 

deal. But, once through the adolescent phase of spiritual growth… what's next?

A newborn in diapers is cute; a toddler on a trike poses for pictures; a kindergartner citing ABCs 

may be outperforming their classmates. But… what if those are the persona of a young adult? We'd 

be worried about developmental impairment, not asking them to host a mid-week small group.

What is the profile for a spiritual grown-up who can now find the place reserved for them in 

God's Kingdom? What does maturity look like?

Here are God's developmental standards for the grown-ups who can fill the prime spots in His 

Kingdom: “Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 

Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children 

obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone does not know how to 

manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) He must not be a recent convert, or 

he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good 

reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap.”  (I Timothy 

3:1-7).

You can be a follower and underperform, but if you want to be considered for promotion – by 

God – in His ranks, it takes proof that you're Living the Life He died to make possible…

Bob Shank 

Are you coasting, 
or accelerating?
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Birth is awesome… but no one wants their newborn kids to just survive. Any great parent wants their 

kids to thrive. Is God a great parent?

Here's what Jesus made really clear: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10).

It takes more than knowing that verse by heart; it's about taking the truth to heart and living it out. 

Next stop: LifeMastery!!

Your local church community is organized to get lost people saved, and new believers caught-up 

with what they missed in the early-stages of Sunday School. But the current status of American 

church-goers has been surveyed to our chagrin: the majority of churched born-agains lack the 

maturity detailed by Paul to model the “life to the full” that Jesus came to make available.

For the folks who are ready for more… will they get caught at church in the traffic circle of the Path 

of Life waiting for the immature to catch up? Or, will they find the mentoring needed to accelerate 

forward?

My disclosure is necessary here: that's what we do, for high-potential but under-served Christians 

like you. It's all we do: we help followers of Jesus become fully-ready for the Calling that God is 

withholding until you prove yourself worthy.

sss
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A  in the disability ministry field was published by Dr. Andrew Whitehead of  landmark study

Clemson University in this month's Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion examining the 

impact of a variety of physical, developmental and mental health disabilities upon church 

attendance using data generated from the National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH).

What makes this study a “game changer” is the suggestion that the kids who are least likely to attend 

church aren't necessarily those who have been the traditional focus of the disability ministry field – 

kids with intellectual or physical disabilities. The study found that the children most likely to be 

excluded from church are those with autism spectrum disorders and common mental health 

conditions – anxiety, depression, Oppositional Defiant Disorder, Conduct Disorder and ADHD.

For the purpose of this study, Dr. Whitehead accessed data from three waves of the NSCH (2003, 

2007, 2010-11) and compared the reported rates of children never having attended a religious 

service in the past year among kids with no identified disability to rates among children with twenty 

different chronic health conditions included in the survey. The large sample size of the survey – 

95,677 phone interviews were conducted for the 2010-11 wave – allows for meaningful statistical 

comparisons.

Dr. Whitehead noted that children with no reported chronic health condition were significantly less 

likely to report never attending church services compared to the population as a whole. In contrast, 

kids with the following health conditions were significantly more likely to report never 

having attended church…

WORLD NEWS

AUGUST 2022

It 's The Hidden Disabilities 
Keep Kids Out of Church

Stephen Grcevich MD

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/jssr.12521
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● Children with autism spectrum disorders are 1.84 times more likely to never attend church.

● Children with depression are 1.73 times more likely to never attend church.

● Children with traumatic brain injury are 1.71 times more likely to never attend church.

● Children with Oppositional Defiant Disorder are 1.48 times more likely to never attend 

church.

● Children with anxiety are 1.45 times more likely to never attend church.

● Children with speech problems were 1.42 times more likely to never attend church.

● Children with learning disabilities were 1.36 times more likely to never attend church.

● Kids with ADD/ADHD were 1.19 times more likely to never attend church.

● Kids with bone, joint and muscle problems were 1.15 times more likely to never attend 

church.

The study also noted a number of other chronic health conditions that had no effect on church 

attendance. Those conditions included:

● Tourette Syndrome

● Epilepsy

● Hearing problems

● Vision Problems

● Intellectual disability (2010-11 wave)

● Cerebral palsy (2010-11 wave)

Dr. Whitehead's interpretation of the study results was that conditions that negatively impact upon 

social interaction or communication are those that result in the greatest impact upon church 

attendance.

It appears that across a range of chronic health conditions, those that are primarily characterized by 

deficiencies in social interaction or might impede communication are most consistently and 

significantly associated with disengagement with attendance at religious worship services. 

Furthermore, these results strongly suggest that the higher probability of children with particular 

health conditions never attending religious services has been stable over time. Prior research 

signals that this is likely due to factors attributable to barriers within congregations as well as the 

characteristics of the children's disability. As Ault, Collins, and Carter point out, the behavioral 

characteristics of children with various chronic health conditions play an important role in 

structuring if and how they will be integrated into congregational life. Children with autism 

spectrum disorders, developmental delays, and conduct disorders all manifest a range of social and 

behavioral characteristics that routinely result in strained social encounters and interactions. 

Likewise, children with speech problems might not be able to communicate as easily as their peers. 

The particular behavioral characteristics or physical limitations associated with these health 

conditions appear to limit these children's ability to attend religious services.

Dr. Whitehead's analysis didn't include data examining the frequency of church attendance among 

kids with the chronic health conditions identified in the study. My hypothesis is that not only is it less 

likely that families of kids with autism, mental health concerns and other hidden disabilities will ever 

attend church, but those who do attend church are able to attend less frequently than families 

unaffected by those disabilities.
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The findings of his study are consistent with the hypotheses that underlie the inclusion model our 

team developed for churches seeking to become more intentional about welcoming families 

affected by mental illness. I'd add to his observations about social communication and interaction 

that conditions impacting a child's capacity for emotional regulation and self-control also appear to 

cause great challenges at church. The highly significant association reported between church 

attendance, depression and anxiety likely results from the impact those conditions have upon the 

ability or willingness to enter into social interactions and relationships at church.

My question to our readers… WHAT IS YOUR CHURCH PREPARED TO DO IN RESPONSE 

TO THE RESULTS OF THIS STUDY?

Dr. Whitehead's study is a clear call to pastors and ministry leaders that it's time we do more to 

ensure that there's a welcoming church available for every child and every family. 

sss

sss

http://www.keyministry.org/mentalhealthandthechurch
http://www.keyministry.org/mentalhealthandthechurch
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Introduction

This brief article is not a detailed study on the Lord's Supper (hereafter LS). It only tries to clarify 

certain issues propagated by some brethren against anyone gathering in homes to observe the LS 

during this time of lockdown, when all church gatherings are suspended. These overzealous brethren 

have accused those who gather at homes with serious violations of fundamental Bible doctrines. This 

is a false and baseless charge. Their teachings have confused and misled many people. I felt this to be 

a totally negative and ungracious attitude without any pastoral concern and sensitivity to the spiritual 

needs of people as they face the painful challenges of the pandemic situation. Several concerned 

brothers have encouraged and requested me to write something to clarify this matter. My intention is 

to help and encourage those who are confused and seeking some answers, and not to convince others 

who may not be supportive of my position.

A Basic Clarification

1. All of us wholeheartedly believe and practice the ordinance of the LS in the Scriptural way – in the 

company of assembled believers in the context of the local church. We have not abandoned, 

disregarded, or minimized the importance of this practice. We passionately believe the doctrine of 

the LS. I do not think there is a need for anyone to teach it as a “new revelation.”

2. I am not aware of anyone promoting the online church among the Brethren as a regular practice. 

We very well understand the limitations of technology and it can never replace physical gathering. 

This is common knowledge. Some believers are gathering in homes to worship and remember the 

Lord in this present crisis, not because it is quite convenient for them, or because they are too lazy to 

go to church. The only reason is their love and devotion to remember the Lord even in these difficult 

times. This brings lot of spiritual strength and consolation. So, such gatherings deserve our 

encouragement, not criticism as though they have seriously violated the Word of God. 

3. In this exceptional and unprecedented crisis, some assemblies have prayerfully and responsibly 

decided to make use of the technology available to them to gather in homes to worship the Lord with 

or without the observance of the LS. This is not a private decision, carelessly or irreverently made. As 

far as I know, it is the prayerful and responsible decision of the assembly under the guidance and 

leadership of the elders. What authority does anyone have to question it? If a believer or an assembly 

does not feel comfortable or convinced to meet in this manner, they don't have to. No one propagated 

a theology among us that all assemblies must meet in this manner. If they do not want to meet, it is 

their decision before the Lord; well and good. No one should question it. 

Reections on the 
Lord's Supper Dr. Alexander Kurian

13AUGUST 2022
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4. Alarm has been raised by some believers that the use of technology for worship today may become a 

norm for the future. If anyone is really concerned about it, let him cast this burden on the Lord and pray 

that it may not happen. But this alarm seems to be only an excuse to justify their position.

The Most Important Truth - “Do this in remembrance of Me” 

What is the most important truth in the Lord's Supper? The answer is given by the Lord Himself – “Do 

this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor.11:24, 25). The meaning of the Lord's Supper is 

summed up in this command of Christ. Remembering Christ in His redemptive death is the foremost 

truth in this sacred ordinance. Jesus made the purpose of the LS clear by repeating the phrase “in 

remembrance of Me.” This should be our primary focus. The imperative (command) in the present 

tense (“Do this”) emphasizes the repeated action. The Greek word for “remembrance” indicates a 

memorial – to call back again into memory a vivid experience. Let us endeavor to keep the “main 

thing” as the main thing in our understanding and observance of the Lord's Supper. If we bear this in 

mind, we will not slip into the entanglements of the nonessential mechanics of the LS. It is sad to see 

the whole weight of this ordinance shifted to the incidentals, rather than the essentials.

Is the Concept of Unity Destroyed When We Gather in Homes?

Now in this lockdown situation in the current Covid-19 outbreak, some believers vehemently argue 

that when we meet in homes, we cannot show the unity in the one body, so we should not meet in 

homes to remember the Lord. I wonder, when we meet in assembly halls together, is it always in 

perfect unity? I do not want to accuse or judge anyone. But all those who read these lines know about 

shameful incidents of ongoing quarrels and divisions in many assemblies. Without any genuine 

concern to resolve the issues, they come, and worship regularly and sometimes fight in the worship 

meetings. I have witnessed some situations like this. I am sure many of you also have. It still happens 

in some places. But I have never seen evangelists or Bible teachers going and banning those 

assemblies for lack of unity. In fact, many of us try to speak sense to them, teach the Word, counsel and 

try to help them to solve their problems (as and when possible). 

The collective worship of the LS is a glorious testimony to the unity of believers; no doubt about it. 

The loaf of bread which we all partake picture the unity and fellowship as the members of the one body 

of Christ (1 Cor.10:16 -17). Lack of unity adversely affects the blessing of our worship. But 

unfortunately, this happens regularly in many assemblies. Why pick on home gatherings which started 

within the last 2-3 weeks just as a temporary arrangement? The limitation of the visible demonstration 

of unity in this exceptional situation is beyond our control. But when we meet together, through video 

conferencing and similar methods, we are brought together with fellow-believers with a great sense of 

unity, though it has practical limitations. Everyone acknowledges it. But is it a serious spiritual crime? 

In the present crisis with more panic and stress, many believers are willing to come in the spirit of 

repentance and unity even in a home setting. I find a better attitude and understanding of unity in this 

situation. 



We all know about the limitations of the home gatherings, but I see more earnestness and 

genuineness among believers. Physical distancing definitely creates some hindrance for 

demonstrating our unity, but to a great extent we are able to be united in spirit and in the faith even 

with all the limitations.

Those who are opposed to meetings like this will never be able to understand or measure the sense of 

unity of those who meet. Yes, it is the genuine unity of being in the body of Christ. Meeting in one 

place is not the deciding factor in this spiritual unity created by the Holy Spirit. To think contrary is 

poor theology. 

Is Unity Defined Solely by Being Physically Together in One Place?

What about unity of spirit, faith and practices? Is it limited to one place? Paul wrote First 

Corinthians from Ephesus (1 Cor.16:8). Even when he was 350 miles away from the physical 

presence of the Corinthian believers, he could write about the “bread which we break” (10:16) and 

'we judging ourselves' (11:31, 32). These words really reflect spiritual unity between Paul and the 

believers in Corinth. He wrote from Rome to the Colossians, 1200 miles away, “For even though I 

am absent in body, nevertheless, I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the 

stability of your faith in Christ” (Col.2:5). Though not physically with them, he felt his spiritual 

oneness with them and rejoiced in the firmness of their faith. So we, believers in Christ, are blessed 

with the spiritual dynamic of the unity of the Spirit though we may be physically distanced. Too 

much emphasis on the place is a kind of sacramental theology. Beware of it! 

Yes, the LS gives us a great occasion to demonstrate our unity in the body of Christ. But that is not 

the end of it. We are also exhorted to “preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 

(Eph.4:3). The bond that preserves unity is peace. Paul calls love, “the perfect bond of unity” 

(Col.3:14). Paul descried this unity in Philippians as “being of the same mind, maintaining the same 

love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (2:2). “Unity” in the LS is very important; but the 

demonstration of that unity in daily life as a witness to the world is even more important. Let us 

strive to give prominence to this truth also in our faith and practice. 

In the unique, exceptional situation at present, when we meet in different homes, we are still 

meeting as an assembly to remember the Lord, though we are not able to be physically together and 

break bread. Does that mean we should not be observing the LS? Is there a specific commandment 

or prohibition given to us that we should not break bread under any circumstance other than in the 

assembly gathering in a designated place? What about the broad principle in the promise (though 

given in a different context) in Matt.18:20: “Where two or three have gathered together in My name, 

there I am in their midst.” Is our faith so legalistically oriented that we totally forget the spirit of the 

law and adhere to the letter of the law? 

If an assembly or a believer does not feel comfortable to worship or break bread in this lock down 

situation, let them not do it. But others who are exercised to do it, have the liberty to do it in good 

conscience knowing fully well the Lord understands our situation. Yes, we are responsible for our 

decisions. We should exhibit more caring and loving attitude to each other in good conscience as we 

differ on matters like this (Rom.14:1-12). “Why do you judge the servant of another? To his own 

master he stands or falls” (Romans 14:4).
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Is Technology So Abominable? 

I know of some assemblies meeting at homes on the Lord's Day without the celebration of the LS. 

That is their decision. But sad to say, some believers are propagating the idea that we should not meet 

at all in this manner through technology. Myriads of ideas are floating. To them, even legitimate use of 

technology is so abominable in relation to the church or worship in this situation. But in their personal 

life, all the comforts of expensive and luxurious technology are perfectly fine. Then it becomes 

sacred. I did not know about the secular and sacred distinction of technology. In the gatherings of the 

assemblies in most places we make use of technology – audio, video, power-point, microphone, 

projector etc. to facilitate the teaching and preaching the Word of God. For the effectiveness of our 

communication and presentation, we depend on technology. We also regularly make use of media 

ministry to present the gospel and teach the Word. In the gatherings in the assembly buildings it can be 

used. But if we meet at homes and then use technology, it is wrong! Can you believe what is being 

propagated?

We know of believers without the advantage of technology. Let them prayerfully wait on the Lord and 

the Lord will guide them in relation to their situation. We don't have to worry about them. Some are 

overly concerned that the use of technology for worship today may become an acceptable norm for 

worship tomorrow. Some say, if we meet on Sundays at homes, we should have the LS; otherwise we 

should not meet. Others say we should not meet at all. Ideas and opinions all in the name of “doctrine.” 

But what happened to the distinctive doctrine of the Brethren on the autonomy and independence of 

local assemblies? Nobody cares about that! What a mess in the so-called New Testament pattern!

(to be continued….)
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THE FAITH: What Christians Believe, Why They Believe it, And Why It Matters
Charles Colson and Harold Fickett
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Book: The Faith (hardcover)
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THE FAITH

Do you feel you are equipped to defend your faith? Are you 
aware of the basic truths of Christianity? 
In an age where Christiany is being ridiculed and misunder-
stood, Charles Colson and Harold Fickett in their book 'The 
Faith' equip us with practical tools to live our faith and defend it. 
In this book, the authors caution us that ignorance of our own 
faith comes at the most critical of times for Christianity and the 
world at large. 

“Christians must see that the faith is more than a religion or even 
a relationship with Jesus; the faith is a complete view of the 
world and humankind's place in it. Christianity is a worldview 
that speaks to every area of life, and its foundational doctrines 
define its content. If we don't know what we believe- even what 
Christianity is- how can we live it and defend it? Our ignorance 
is cripplling us.”
This book will provide a new grounding for Christians who've been practicing their faith for years yet 
still lack a firm grasp of the basic truths on which their faith rests. It's a vital response for Christians 
who want to be prepared to defend their faith intelligently and passionately. “I am seeking truth, not 
therapy, and this is a real challenge to the church,” says Colson. The truth, he argues, is in the faith 
given once and shared by all true Christians from the apostolic era to today. 

This book is a powerful touchstone, a dynamic exploration of what Christians believe, and why. 
Because you can't defend what you can't explain, and you can't live it until you learn it.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

CHARLES COLSON

Internationally known commentator, columnist, and author, is the founder of Prison Fellowship. His 
radio broadcast, Breakpoint, airs daily to two million listeners. Former Counsel to President Richard 
Nixon, Colson was converted to Christ before spending time in prison on a Watergate-related charge. 

HAROLD FICKETT

He is the author of numerous articles and books, including an acclaimed novel about the 
evangelical experience. Fickett has been making contributions to Colson's projects for twenty-five 
years. 
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18AUGUST 2022

Learning Scripture is a way for us to glorify God which is something we were all created to do. It 

teaches us and helps us draw nearer to Him.

Colossians 3:16 says, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 

hearts to God. (ESV)

If you are in children's ministry or disability ministry, you may have students who have challenges 

memorizing Scripture.

Perhaps your students are non-readers or pre-readers due to age or developmental disabilities. 

Maybe ADHD or executive functioning differences makes rote memory exercises unappealing or 

downright impossible for some students.

Here are seven Scripture memorization ideas that are no-cost or low-cost, and can engage a variety 

of learners, including those who learn best through hearing, or seeing, or doing. Children's 

ministry leaders: remember that although these multi-sensory strategies might meet the needs 

of kids with specific learning differences, all students can benefit.

1. For your students who like to move, including throwing balls, use the ball toss teaching 

method. Either partner up or circle up and throw, or roll, a ball back and forth while taking 

turns saying each word of the memory verse. Remember, your students who have limited 

verbal communication can still learn and participate and have fun with this method.

2. Jumping is another favorite for our kinesthetic learners. Print out each word of the 

memory verse and place them on the floor like stepping stones. Kids can jump through the 

path, saying each word as they land on it. 

3. Your sensory seekers may enjoy tracing words in shaving cream. You can do this as a 

hand-over-hand activity. Remember to always say the words out loud while helping students 

trace the words in shaving cream so that you are engaging auditory learners, too. 

4. Visual learners will benefit from having images to help them learn Scripture. The 

images could be icons from a program such as   Boardmaker Picture Communication Symbols®

or . You could even use graphics from a  PECS® (Picture Exchange Communication System)

Google image search. You don't have to have an image for every single word. Instead, break 

the memory verse into chunks and have a picture that represents each chunk. For instance, 

let's look at  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever. If  Psalm 107:1.

you break that into five chunks, it could look like this:

Seven Multi-Sensory Strategies For 
Memorizing Scripture

Beth Golik

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A16&version=NIV
https://goboardmaker.com/pages/picture-communication-symbols
https://pecsusa.com/pecs/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%20Psalm%20107%3A1&version=NIV
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Give thanks = image of a person praying

to the Lord, = image representing God which is often rays of light emanating from clouds

for He is good; = image of a thumbs up

His love = image of a heart or hands over heart

endures forever. = infinity symbol

This might be a little hard for you to picture, so I have an actual visual for you. You can view and 

download a sample of a visual version of Psalm 107:1 in the show notes at 

keyministry.org/podcast.

Use the picture version in a variety of ways. You can cut out each icon, laminate them, and have 

students place them in order with or without a guide depending on their needs.

5. Can you picture the student who is completely fixated on one thing such as anime, 

vehicles, or dinosaurs? Preferred interests are sometimes a characteristic of Autism. You 

can use the preferred object to help engage that student with Scripture. For example, 

for students who love cars, have them (and I'm air quoting here) “park” toy cars while you, 

and they, say each word of the memory verse. You could tape each word of the memory 

verse to a toy car and have them line the cars up in order. Are dinosaurs their thing? 

Practice reciting the memory verse in your very best T-rex voice. 

6. I don't know about you, but I have a hard time memorizing lines of text. And yet, I can 

recall song lyrics from the '80s like it's my job. Turning Scripture into songs is a great 

way to help with memorization. And there are many songs already out there that contain 

Scripture, whether it's songs that you are familiar with from worship services or kids' 

versions.

7. Just like our other ideas, this one involves incorporating physical movement to help 

engage kinesthetic learners along with visual and auditory learners. Use sign language 

along with spoken word for the memory verse. You can use actual ASL or use gestures 

that your students would identify with to show words and concepts. 

Let's do a quick review of the seven ideas for Scripture memorization:

1. Ball toss as either a partner activity or group activity

2. Jumping or stepping stones

3. Tracing in shaving cream

4. Pictures or icons

5. Use preferred interests

6. Sing it

7. Sign it

Psalm 119:11 says, I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. (ESV)

I hope you'll try out some of these ideas to engage more students with learning differences and 

help them memorize Scripture. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A11&version=NIV
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Life is a continuous cycle of events. From the moment of our birth till our last breath, life is a 

journey. 

 Questions such as:

· How can we know if our time on earth has been suessful? 

· What happens after we take the last breath? 

· Is there something out there after we die?

· Where will we go after we die?

· Can you prove there is a God?

Doesn't evolution disprove the existence of God?

· Can you prove the Bible true?

Your life is a journey that will end - sometime and somewhere.

· Is that all there is?

· This life and nothing more?

What are we even here for?

In this book, Mark Cahill answers all of these questions logically, interestingly, and 
straightforwardly. Go on a journey to research the depths of the mystery of eternal truth and see 
what we find. Even though this book is written to address issues of sharing with the nonbeliever, it 
will also be good for those of you who want to be armed with answers to the questions that you know 
you're going to get when you are out there sharing and witnessing. You can now have the 
ammunition to answer their questions, with strong evidence.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Cahill is the author of One Thing You Can't Do In Heaven, The Watchmen, and Ten 
Questions from the King- and three realistic novels: Paradise, Reunion, and The Last Ride. His 
books have more than 1.8 million copies in print and have been translated into more than fifteen 
languages, including Russian, Chinese, French, and Spanish. 
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One Heartbeat Away: Your Journey Into Eternity

To order your copy
Book: One Heartbeat Away: Your Journey Into Eternity

Author: Mark Cahill
Price: Rs. 250/- 

ISBN: 978-0-9643665-7-2
HOW TO ORDER

Call/WhatsApp- +91 9447126182
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Address: Sathyam Ministries Intl. 
Thottabhagom P.O, Thiruvalla - 689 541, Kerala, India.

· How can we know if our time on earth has been successful? 

· What happens after we take the last breath? 

· Is there something out there after we die?

· Where will we go after we die?

· Can you prove there is a God?

· Doesn't evolution disprove the existence of God?

· Can you prove the Bible true?
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What You Can and 
Can't Control

Joni Eareckson Tada

It's one thing to reflect a submissive attitude toward God when we bring  on ourselves, but it's a troubles

different matter when unexpected trials smash us broadside – trials not of our own making. 

A drunk driver veers across the yellow line. A grim-faced doctor diagnoses some strange cancer. 
Reassessment slaps your property into a higher tax bracket. Some dumb linebacker breaks your high 
schooler's leg in football practice. A quick-handed thief lifts your purse or wallet. An old friend drags 
your name through the mud. 

These are circumstances, allowed by God, over which you have no control. And they're the hardest ones 
to deal with. 

But let's look for a moment at the Apostle Paul. Talk about getting broadsided with problems for which 
he had no responsibility! Listen, Paul didn't bring that shipwreck on himself. It wasn't his idea to 
generate a death threat in Damascus and face the humiliation of leaving town in a basket lowered over 
the wall. It was never in his mind to orchestrate a mob scene in Lystra, leaving him smashed by stones 
and left for dead. Was it his choice to enlist a shrill-voiced slave girl to follow him around, causing a 
ruckus that gave him a bad name? And when he answered people's questions, could he help it if they 
were outraged by the ? truth

No, Paul may not have been responsible for his . But Paul was responsible for the way he circumstances

responded to those circumstances. 

And how did he respond? He didn't groan, “Oh, for Pete's sake, here we go again.”

Instead, he said, 

For Christ's sake, I delight in weakness…For when I am weak, then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:10

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

2 Timothy 2:10

Consider the incident in Philippi, described in Acts 16. The magistrates handcuffed Paul and Silas to a 
scourging pole and gave them a brutal whipping. Piling humiliation upon humiliation, the Philippian 
authorities then took the bruised and lacerated missionaries and placed them in stocks in an inner cell of 
the city jail. There they were, stuck in a wet, stinky dungeon tucked far away from the light of day. 

Paul must have been faint. Silas must have been sick to his stomach. Every bone ached and their fresh 
wounds oozed. 

Yet, deep in the dark dungeon, they did something incredible. At midnight, the darkest and loneliest 
hour, they began praying and singing praises to God. They weren't just humming along lightly or 
mumbling their prayers in between moans and groans. No, Luke says that in spite of the thick walls and 
heavy doors, the other prisoners “were listening to them” (v. 25). 

mailto:admin@sathyam.org
mailto:admin@sathyam.org
mailto:admin@sathyam.org
https://www.joniandfriends.org/when-troubles-pile-on/
https://www.joniandfriends.org/truth-v-s-lies/
https://joni-and-friends-ministry-podcast.simplecast.com/episodes/complex-regional-pain-syndrome-finding-gods-gifts-amid-suffering
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Their words won the battle against Satan in that midnight hour. A passionate faith is unstoppable. 

As it says in Psalm 106:47,

Save us, Lord our God,

and gather us from the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name

 and glory in your praise.

(Emphasis mine).

To whine or grumble, fret or murmur, complain or lament would have been to invite defeat in that 
terrible hour. And who would have blamed Paul and Silas if they had sputtered a nasty remark or two? 

But the record shows they didn't. They didn't succumb to defeat with thoughtless, ill-tempered words. 
They triumphed in a victory of praise. What a witness to the other prisoners! What a testimony to the 
jailer! And what an encouragement to countless generations of oppressed believers who have read that 
account and found fresh courage. 

Words. Do we fully understand their power? Can any of us really grasp the mighty force behind the 
things we say? Do we stop and think before we speak, considering the potency of the phrases we utter? 

No wonder the Bible gives so much attention to the phrases that pass through our lips. Little wonder 
the book of James gives the tongue such a vigorous once-over. How can we bless at one moment and 
curse at another? How can sweet water and bitter bubble up from the same spring? I shudder to think of 
all the times during the course of one day that I mutter a complaint or manipulate with a precisely 
timed phrase or two. 

If you and I are looking for victory over our circumstances, we will find it in praise. No matter how 
much your kids bug you, no matter how often you feel stepped on by others, no matter what the 
circumstances at home or the office…success is possible when we hold our spiteful tongue and win the 
battle with words that bless our Lord. 

We are responsible. Maybe we're not accountable for some of our trials, but we are accountable for all 
of our responses. 

If Paul and Silas could sing choruses in a dungeon, you can offer praise wherever life places you – this 
very moment! 

The Glorious Pursuit

Why, my soul, are you downcast?

    Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,

    for I will yet praise Him,

    my Savior and my God.

PSALM 42:11 

Sometimes praise escapes from our lips spontaneously. We can't hold it in. At other times it's a choice, 
a sheer act of will. But in both situations, meaningful praise is just as precious to God. And He 
responds just as powerfully in both cases, not necessarily as we expect, but always to our greatest good 
and his greatest glory. Take a minute to pay Him the highest compliment now, maybe in song, maybe 
in speech, or maybe in the silence of your soul. 
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The Truth about 
Falsehood 

Nelson Thomas Mumbai

Some time ago this writer heard an Indian politician saying, "not to believe everything the media says." 

To prove her point, she referred to her own practice as a journalist. Actually, this writer did not take 

those comments seriously then. But some of the recent developments around the world and the way the 

media handled them, show that not everything we hear is true!

Certain stories are over-emphasized or taken out of context to give a different picture. At the same time, 

some incidents are just ignored as they do not suit their purposes. There are so many shocking events the 

mainstream media neglect.

It's not just about media only; even a casual look around us reveals that there are so many falsehoods and 

half-truths making the rounds, and we are slowly getting accustomed to such a lifestyle. From the 

common man to the rich and powerful, everyone tries a lie here and there to achieve their agenda. Many 

tend to think that tricks and tactics are more valuable than honesty and openness. For them, truthfulness 

and sincerity are old-fashioned, not respected virtues!

What should be the Christian's attitude to such a mindset of the modern man? If we are not clear about it, 

chances are that we too may be influenced by this worldly attitude and begin to simply follow the crowd. 

Let us consider six things in this context.

1. Falsehood and deception are marks of Satan. John 8:44

“He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

We can notice the deceptive work of the devil from the Garden of Eden. Satan lied to Eve about God's 

truthfulness, righteousness, and goodness. In Job 1:10, 11, we see him lying to God about man. Thus, 

throughout history, we can notice the way Satan used falsehood to accomplish his evil schemes. The 

word of God also tells us that in the future, the devil will energize the antichrist to speak lies. 1Jn 2:22.

2. Deception is one of the features of a sinful life. Romans 3:13

"Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive." "The venom of asps is under their 

lips."

As man became a slave to Satan, it is no wonder that he is just imitating the devil, 'the father of lies.' As 

referred to earlier, today man has found many excuses to whitewash his lies. Many people think there 

are even white lies! We should not forget that exaggeration, flattery, half-truth, hiding a fact, slander, 

tale-bearing, fabricated stories to tarnish the reputation of another, etc., are all different aspects of lies 

and they come from Satan. Leviticus 19: 16; 1Timohty 5:13; Psalms 55: 21; 101:5; Jude v. 16; etc. God's 

people must be aware that anything other than the truth is evil and we cannot be part of it.
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3. Deception affects generations. Genesis 27: 24; 37: 32.

Abraham lied about his wife; his son Isaac repeated the same thing. Jacob, Isaac's son, in a very 

treacherous manner, deceived his father, brother, and father-in-law. Jacob's sons also continued in the 

same way. See, how the habit of falsehood spreads to generations. David's dishonesty was passed on to 

his son, and it was so terrible for David to bear. 2Samuel 13:6.

This is something we should be careful about because our children notice our hypocrisy and follow it. 

Sad to notice that in spite of the numerous examples before us, we refuse to learn and amend our ways. 

Oh, how much we ought to be true and sincere even before our children, at least for the sake of their 

blessed future!

4. The outcome of lying is destructive. Proverbs. 21:6.

“The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a snare of death.”

The consequences of any falsehood are far-reaching. Not only does falsehood spread to generations, but 

it also damages the lives and reputations of many. Think of the result of Haman's lie in the book of 

Esther. The King made a decree to destroy an entire community. It was the false allegation of Nero that 

resulted in the persecution of Christians in the first century. The result of unfaithful and fraudulent 

dealings will never be good for anyone.

5. Liars do not last. Proverbs 12:9.

“Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment.” Whether it is the liar himself or 

the beneficiaries or whatever was achieved dishonestly, they cannot last for long. It is foolish to think 

that we can succeed with falsehood forever. We know the lie of Gehazi and the results. Cf. 2 Kings 5:22. 

The lie of Haman did not survive either. Esther 3:8. No one can continue forever with their deceptive 

lifestyle.

“Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD” – Proverb 12:22. Our God hates any form of falsehood. 

Some, with sweet talk and diplomatic dealings, gain the confidence and goodwill of many. Alas! One 

day, God almighty Himself will intervene and reveal the deception. The Bible says that one day He will 

punish all the liars. Revelation 21:8.

6.     There is power and safety in truthfulness.

Throughout the Bible, we see how much God values truthfulness and hates deceitfulness, for He is a 

God of truth. Genesis 3: 9, 10; 4:10; 17:1; Deuteronomy 13:3; 32:4; 2Chronicles 29:17; Psalm. 51:6; 

Isaiah 1:13ff; 59:14, 15; Zechariah 8:16; John 14:6; 18:31, etc. God looks at our hearts and intentions 

and even reveals them before our eyes. As long as we live with falsehood, He cannot associate with us or 

bless us. How often the Lord Jesus Christ rebuked the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, for their religious 

activities were just a show. Matthew 23:25 – 28. At the same time, He commended Nathanael for his 

sincerity saying, “Behold an Israelite, in whom there is no deceit.” John 1: 47.

Not only must we be true to God, but we also ought to be true even to one another in our words and 

deeds. Isaiah 33:15; Psa. 15:2; Eph. 4:25; 1 John 3:18; Tit. 2:7. There should not be any hidden motive in 

our dealings with others. Philippians. 1:16. About our Lord the Bible says, “there was no deceit found in 

His mouth.” Malachi 2:6; 1Peter 2:22.
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Remember, sooner or later others will come to know the reality, and that will affect our relationship 

with one another. On the contrary, a sincere, truthful life gives credibility to a believer, and that gives 

him a good standing before God as well as man. Even we will feel a kind of boldness and strength, 

which otherwise we would never have experienced. 1 John 3:21.

No wonder Paul presents truth as a belt to be used by a spiritual warrior. Ephesians 6:14a. This means 

that when we fasten truth around our waist like a belt, we are gripped and guarded by truthfulness, 

which in turn, makes us equipped to face spiritual warfare effectively.

He will never forsake the true and sincere heart.  The Lord will stand with those who stand for the 

truth. He will not withhold any good from those who walk uprightly, even to their generations. Let us 

shun everything that is false, but love and promote truth.
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